Input for practical dose-assessment in NORM industries.
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Abstract

In collaboration with the Belgian Federal Agency for Nuclear Control and the Customs Department at
the Port of Antwerp a 2 year NORM research project was realized. Within the framework of this
project, supported by EFRO and the ministry of the Flemish community, a database was constructed
of the NORM traffic that passes through the port of Antwerp. On the basis of this database and the
‘positive’ list of industrial NORM sectors provided by the new BSS, several NORM companies were
selected for detailed case studies. A newly developed practical method enables NORM companies to
have a rapid estimation of the activity concentration for each naturally occurring radionuclide found.
The method allows the comparison of the activity concentration with the exempt activity
concentrations proposed in the new BSS. The scope of the project was to prepare NORM companies
for the new BSS and to track potential practical problems related to the implementation of these new
European regulations. In the current presentation a simplified methodology for dose-assessment is
applied on these case studies and the conclusions of the NORM research project are presented.
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